March 17, 2005

local government. Susie Carter has been a
farsighted and effective advocate for her coun-
ty.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had this
opportunity to recognize the many achieve-
ments of Hays County Commissioner Susie
Carter.

———
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the
House of Representatives to pay tribute to Mi-
chael Patrick Hinchey, who will receive the
Man of the Year Award from the Wilkes-Barre
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick on St. Patrick’s
Day, March 17, 2005.

Mr. Hinchey, a native of Kingston, is the son
of the late John H. Hinchey Jr. and Margaret
Jennings Hinchey. He has three brothers:
John Ill, Frank and Edward.

Michael had a distinguished professional ca-
reer as vice president of the Matheson Trans-
fer Company. He is also co-owner and vice
president of the Matheson Warehouse Com-
pany, where he still serves in his official ca-
pacity along with his three brothers.

Michael is a member of St. Ignatius Church
in Kingston, as well as the Church’s Holy
Name Society. He was a past president of the
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in 1984 and was
dinner chairman in 1983. Michael is a found-
ing Legacy Member of the Forty Fort Lions
Club, an organization in which he served as
president, vice president and secretary. He is
a board member, golf chairman and building
chairman of the Fox Hill Country Club and an
active member of the Westmoreland Club as
development chairman, historical committee
chairman and golf club co-chairman. He is
also a committee member of the Pennsylvania
Movers Storage Association.

Michael is active in many service organiza-
tions, including the American Heart Associa-
tion, American Red Cross, American Cancer
Society, Boy Scouts, Keystone College, King’s
College, St. Vincent de Paul Kitchen, United
Way, YMCA and Wilkes University.

Michael has been married to the former
Sharon Cravatta for 28 years. He is the proud
father of two beautiful daughters, Westyn
Layne and Collyn Michael.

Michael was raised by two wonderful par-
ents who instilled in him a love of family and
devotion to community. Michael attributes his
pride in his Irish heritage to his grandfather,
who was a first generation immigrant.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Michael Patrick Hinchey upon being
named Man of the Year by the Wilkes-Barre
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, we
spend a great deal of time in this chamber
speaking about democracy and how to ensure
its continuance at home and how to instill it
abroad. Encouragingly, one of our most impor-
tant friends and allies, Turkey, has worked
very hard over the past few years to deepen,
strengthen and ensure democracy in that
country.

Over the past several years Turkey has de-
bated, in the fullness of an open legislature,
measures covering human rights, foreign in-
vestment, governance, protection of minority
interests, freedom of speech and association.
A majority of the duly elected members of that
body have voted in the affirmative to amend
old laws and pass new ones. Many of these
changes have been enshrined as permanent
parts of Turkish law through amendments to
its national constitution.

There are literally hundreds of changes but
among the most important are abolition of the
death penalty, ability to broadcast in minority
languages, ability to be educated in minority
languages and cementing civilian control over
the military. While we still look forward to more
improvements to their democratic infrastruc-
ture, Turkey’s future looks promising.

Many of these reforms were driven by the
demands of the European Union. But to be
fair, and to give Turkey its due, irrespective of
the reasons why there was a consideration of
the need for reform, no reforms would have
occurred without the political will of that na-
tion’s people and government to squarely face
these issues, debate them and overturn, in
some cases, policies that have been in exist-
ence since the 1923 founding of the Turkish
Republic.

Last December 17th, the European Union
extended the formal invitation to our friend and
ally to begin discussions that will lead to even-
tual Turkish membership in the EU—the first
predominantly Muslim nation to be so consid-
ered.

Muslim nations wrestling with the movement
toward democracy. | hope all of my colleagues
welcome and applaud Turkey’s actions.
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Sandy Allmon Anderson, from
Lewisville, located in the 26th Congressional
District of Texas, for her contributions of
women in the aviation field.

| congratulate Sandy Anderson for this out-
standing achievement. Anderson helped pave
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the way for women in aviation. She was the
first female pilot to check-out in the left seat
and the captain’s seat, of both the Boeing 727
and 747, first Northwest Airlines Boeing 727
female instructor and check airman, first fe-
male Fleet Check Captain among the major
U.S. airlines, and the first and only female
chief pilot that Northwest Airlines has ever
had. Ms. Anderson is the senior female on
every flight she takes and one of five females
on the Boeing 747—400. She was the second
female hired to Northwest Airlines some twen-
ty-two years ago. As a fellow pilot, | recognize
the dedication and continual commitment to
education that flying demands.

Ms. Anderson was inducted into the
Lewisville High School Hall of Fame in 2001
and honored as a Distinguished Alumni at
Texas Woman’s University in 1996. Sandy An-
derson established and managed the first en-
dowment fund as a founding board member
representing the airline aviation industry for
international organization. In the first seven
years of the fund’s existence, it has distributed
more than $3 million in aviation scholarships.

Today, Anderson speaks at conferences
and schools to spread the message of reach-
ing for your dreams. She has an especially
close connection with the young girls who
have dreams of being in traditionally male oc-
cupations. Anderson believes that these girls
need support along the way if they too are to
accomplish their dreams.

| am proud of representing such a heroine.
Sandy Anderson is an astonishing example of
a determined person who would not settle and
made her dreams a reality against the odds.
She is a role model not only to women but
also for everyone who has obstacles to over-
come in reaching their goals.

——
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of Mr. PITTS and myself to introduce
this Resolution to condemn the alleged state-
ments and actions of complacency by the gov-
ernment authorities in Gujarat, led by Chief
Minister Narendra Modi, in the face of the reli-
gious persecution of the Gujarati people.

In February of 2002, India experienced its
greatest human rights crisis in a decade: or-
chestrated violence against Muslims in the
state of Gujarat that claimed at least 2,000
lives in a matter of days. Three years after
that horrific incident, Narendra Modi, the Chief
Minister of Gujarat has been indicted by var-
ious Indian and International human rights or-
ganizations for lending his hand to the vio-
lence.

Mr. Modi himself has not been shy about
proudly professing his anti-Christian, anti-Mus-
lim, and anti-tribal stances. He has repeatedly
dehumanized the Muslim population of his
state by accusing them of treachery; he has
actively sought to interfere in the practice of
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